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culture. To some, segregation connotes a judgment of superiority and inferiority, as well as prejudice 
and hatred between groups. Others use the term insularity to connote separation only. The person has 
a strong sense of ethnic identity.

The Delventhals attend St. John Lutheran Church in Freedom Township, which until the 1960s had both 
German and English services. Germans traditionally had strong ties with their churches, and that continued 
when they came to the United States.

“What happened was that one family moved from Visselhovede or Walsrode, a village to the south, 
then wrote back to their relatives talking about how good things are in their new home,” he explained. 
Soon, their relatives wanted to come too. Speeding the exodus was the German tradition that the oldest son 
always inherits the family farm. That left a lot of other family members disgruntled and anxious to move to 
the new world, he said.

Russell Patterson, a Napoleon druggist and grandson of a German immigrant, said his grandfather, 
Wilhelm Frederick Franz Bernicke, paid $30 for steerage passage to the United States. Like others, he arrived 
on the East Coast in 1893 to find that all of the farmland already was owned, so he used his money for a train 
ride west. He ultimately landed in Henry County. Hamler, once the hunting grounds of the Ottawa, Shawnee, 
Seneca, and Miami Indians, today is best known for its summer festival, when upwards of 25,000 or more 
polka lovers descend on the town.

Source: W. Ferguson (1997, pp. A11–A12). Reprinted with permission.

Table 10.7  Dimensions of Acculturation

Value to Maintain Original Cultural Identity

Yes No

Value to Build and Maintain 
Relationship With New Culture

Yes Integration Assimilation

No Separation(or segregation) Marginalization

Assimilation results from giving up one’s original cultural identity and moving into full participa-
tion in the new culture. The person identifies with the country and not the ethnic group. Assimilation 
is a long-term and sometimes multigenerational process. 

True integration is maintaining important parts of one’s original culture as well as becoming an 
integral part of the new culture. Integration ensures a continuity of culture. One contrast between 
assimilation and integration is that under assimilation policies, groups disappear through intermar-
riage but that in integration, groups continue to exist. The words biculturalism and pluralism also 
have been used to describe integration. The person feels as loyal to the country as to any ethnic group. 
Integration is supported by the dual-nationality trend, which allows expatriates from immigrant-
sending nations to retain rights as nationals while taking on citizenship status in the United States 
or elsewhere. In a seeming paradox, new U.S. citizens must formally renounce allegiances to foreign 


